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about three hundred feet long, the second four
hundred, and the third five hundred, the breadth
of each being about two hundred feet. They
are all lined with masonry, and descended to by
narrow flights of steps at one of the corners; the
whole depth when empty, not exceeding twenty
' or thirty feet. They were, at the present mo-
ment, all dry; but though they may be consi-
, dered useful works in so barren and destitute a
country as Judea, yet they are hardly to be reck-
oned among the splendid monuments of a luxu-
rious sovereign's wealth or power, since there
afe many of the Hindoo tanks in Bombay, the
Works of private individuals, in a mere commer-
cial settlement, which are much more elegant in
their design, and more expensive in their con-
struction than any of these.
Near these reservoirs there are two small foun-
tains, of whose waters we drank and thought
them good. These are said to have originally
supplied the cisterns through subterranean aque-
ducts, but they are now fallen into decay from
neglect, and merely serve as a watering-place for
cattle, and a washing stream for the females of
the neighbouring country.
To the northward of the cisterns, the valley
closed in so as to form a narrow ravine at the foot
of the two opposite hills, and this is pretended
to be the place meant by the enamoured mo-